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November 10, 1966 

M r. Merrimtm Smith 
United Press International 
Naiionel Press Gilding 
Washington, 3).C. 

^ee r Mr* %ith, 

^ttlitzer Prizes aside, thero Is a dS^orenc© betwon us as writers. * stand 
by *het Ir have written, I write with hoaost intent, end I will fnoe you or snyone 
else on any word I have written, to defend it or, if error be shown, apologize, a 
am niither a public speaker nor » debater. But l hava found, Hr. th£ ’ 

you also learned from your mother ia indeed true: truth is © sbiald. I find training 
is not necessary, uxperienc© not e prerequisite. All s man needs is on elements 
feeling of manhood and tho conviction he is right. 

You are Ilk© e night-sneak* Y ou can end do abuse the great power and audience 
you caKncoirmmnd through UPI, which trust© you, as its roaders do. You write with 
evil intent and then, coward-like, fear to face an unimportant man who cells you 
on it. But if it is the public platfoim that makes you apprehensive, lot us shirt 
to your fleia, the written word* Here you have imposing credentials, endorsed by 
the Pulitzer Prize. You find eny printed medium end debate your piece released by 
UPI Sunday. I will writ© a criticism of it and you will have the op ortunity of 
reading it end answering. 

Can I stack the aock more your w»y7 Lot me meet you on your ground ond I’ll let 
you tie one hand behind my hook. But no*, of course, you will ho too busy, or ea 
unimportant a parson as I you cannot concern yourself with. 

It la not e "matter of critical judgement” whan I say you were Id this writing 
intellectually dishonest. x t Is « simple statement of fact, and It is for this 
s lone that you decline to fsoe me before your peers on It. You, sir, won u ruiltzer 
*ri«se for your reporting of the assassination and ere the only person to thorn i hate 
even spoken or from thorn I have ever heard who ooce not know exactly where he mm 
When ho flrsf knew of the esaaeslnetionl You -f?r owners” dismissed my work - slend- 
ered is a more accurate terra- on the basis of my saying It bed r^ineo enfon my 
oorreotly representing the orgsnlzetlon of the motorcade. T« 0 of the moot trivial 
comments, for openers or any other purpose, slanderous or serious. But It had rsined, 
oo the Report says, »s UK said end ss AP said. Were those tears shed in advene, that 
lay on Love li-ld whan you get theroV And you were eti the 'Qiple Underpass whto you 
heard three shots -no more and no lees -and the future of the country must res on 
your hearing and your recollection of it? You wore not at. the ■‘•Mplo ndsrpass. 

Is the one place you could not have been -without the most Wholesale perjury in our 
history. *ou could not have been any closer to the President 3 car then the si*th 
car, and I tell you this without lo king It up. If anything else you said In your 
shameful ax job is true, the best you c„n do le Mtaowto de* «h* f 

not have come from the Depository building, for you had not yet reached i* 
on what you meant by behind you, the moot likely source of *he shots would hove been 



the sheriff's office or the foderal building. Take your choice. But egoia I point 
out yourfailure to discuss this with me before your pee&s denies ue the opportunity 
of testing whether this is fact or "critical Judgement". 



Me e critic cf published works offered for sole ( is this so rae kind of a shemeV) 
and for public Judgement" you are more then entitled to the expression of critical , 
Judgement. It is en obligation that in our society is that of the presB end is near 

iL 0 ,.2?? r ®^* ^ s the buttress of our freedoms, the srery foundation of our Etruetnm 
Butthis means responsible, critical judgement. Not the cheap dishonesty, the total * 

departure from fact and reality, the pettylndulgenc e of some unclear emotion, the 
disgraceful prostitution of en honorable calling that vou signed, 'fhat bears leas 
resemblance to reality and truth than the garlic wafted over the stew. If you were 
going to assaults and my bo-k, which is your right (though Zkua will not do it to 

+wl S * yoU ' ’ th0n ore obligated, if not by your own personal creed, then 

by that of the celling you hove chosen, to be fami/frar with that book/end to correctly 
and fairly represent it. f ' 



I dare you tell me this is not your reeponaibulity or that you did itl 

But your equally sneaky use of the words "offered for sale" raisB another 
question. You have, on the bseis of no fact, no knowledge, no critical right, no 
reasonable Judgement, gone out of your way to employ the test power of UPI for the 
purpose of interfering with - damaging - that sale, which is also a right (in the case 
of writing^ a freedom). 



1 h8V« no intention of doing nnythlng about it or even seeing if I might. The 
institution o f the presidency has been besmirched enough, worst by those pretending 
to defend it. But I hope yon will give this letter to Mr. Eransden os the executive 
of UPI to see whether he feels it might mojfe some kind of gesture et dn* undoing the 
damage you hove done, commercially and personally. 



At some point some of you self-appointed defenders of neither you nor I know 
what must stow and give thoughTto you are writing. u nles you do, unless you stop 

spreading misinformation, unless you stop presuming an instant knowledge and a total 
recall of all those millions of words in those 2-7 times, you will soon create a 
situation in which whoever ana whatever you seek to defend or only think you are 
defending may bo denied the opportunity of any defense. 

In such a situotion, with such issues involved, there can in our society bp 
but one defense ofl anybody or mything. That is the complete truth, as total and 
untainted as man can make it. 



You might c<arn tho ^ulitzer Prize, now thirtyou have it, by starting to look 
and trying to understand, end not pleying God end Daniel .ebster both at your 
typewriter. *iien you do, you will find, as 1 have already twice promised Mr. Frans- 
den, that I am willing to help to the extent that I can end as honobably ec 1 can. 

Sj.nce.rely yours, 



Harold Ueiste rg 



